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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
This year's New Mexico Geological Society Field Conference—our twenty-

second—is the brainchild of Harold James. He proposed the rail trip early in the
year, even before there was any assurance that the railroad would be in operation,
and saw the whole project of trip planning and guidebook preparation through to a
most successful result. The conference promises to be a memorable one because of
the exposure to a great variety of intriguing geology and because the rail trip will
be something new and exciting for all of us.

It is especially appropriate for the Society to be among the first groups to travel
the newly resurrected rail line and take advantage of its almost unique geologic
appeal; the first and second clay trips into the easte rn San Juans and the western
flank of the Sangre de Cristos provide what would be, under ordinary circumstances, a
first-rate conference in themselves. Adams State College has made every effort to see
that our Alamosa headquarters is all that a conference group such as this could hope
for.

The Society itself is well into its third decade of success, still demonstrating the
wisdom of the founders who saw a genuine need and structured an organization to
fulfill it. It has for twenty-two years managed to provide a focus for the interest of
New Mexico geologists and sustained a uniformly strong series of publications on a self-
supporting basis; several years ago our finances seem to have stabilized in a
healthy cycle and continued success seems assured. Though the Society is self-
supporting in the sense that no outside financial support is necessary to keep its
activities, publications in particular, progressing from year to year, it is vital that
members continue to be interested enough to provide lavish support in time and
effort. That was the original design and will continue to be the key.

The "loosely knit" nature of the organization, as Bill King put it in his presi-
dential message in 1968, really is the reason that it has functioned so well for so
long. That has allowed people and policy to change to suit the interests of our
membership and our conference guests. In some organizations, the desire for
"progress," more polish, bigger programs, continuity, more diversity in goals, and
so forth, has led to a trend toward paid management, various mergers and affilia-
tions, and pursuit of outside money, and moved the whole affair further from the
members. I'm for staying with the proven formula.

To return to the subject for which this book was prepared, I would welcome
everyone to the conference and thank the people responsible for it—particularly
Harold James of the New Mexico State Highway Commission, Dick Burroughs
and Dick Peterson of Adams State, Roy Foster and Chuck Chapin of the New
Mexico Bureau of Mines, and the committee members, trip leaders, and authors.

John W. Shomaker
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A MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR ...
The 22nd annual field conference embraces the San Luis Basin and its highland

environs. Most people refer to this agricultural gem as "San Luis Valley," but
geologically it is one of the truly great intermontane structural basins of the Rocky
Mountain-Southwest; bounded on the east by the uplifted Sangre de Cristo Range
and hinged on the west by the volcanic heights of the San Juans. Its width is 50
miles; its length a surprising 150 miles, stretching from Poncha Pass on the north
and inclusive of the Taos Plateau south into New Mexico. It is a beautiful expanse
that is dotted with volcanos, fertile farms and lush ranchlands. It is ribboned by a
great river of history and set in the midst of Swiss-like mountains. Indeed, an in-
interesting field for study.

Many people are responsible for the building of this book. First, to all of the
authors of articles contained herein—a job well done. All of the manuscripts were
received on or before the assigned deadline and all were in excellent editorial
condition. The SOCIETY appreciates very much your time and effort in submit-
ting such excellent articles to the conference. A special word of thanks to Chuck
Chapin, Dick Burroughs, and Fred Trauger for help in the gathering of papers.
To Art Butler and Pete Lipman for their indispensable contributions to the road
logs. To Roy Foster for handling the logging chores and last but not least to Bob
Price for an excellent piece of drafting on the conference map. The pen sketches
used throughout the book are the courtesy of the New Mexico State Bureau of Mines
and Mineral Resources. The cartoon drawings used in the rail log are the talents of
George Swain. I would also like to take this opportunity to direct the reader to the
Professional Directory in the back of the book. If a need arises, please consult the
services they represent.

Traditionally the SOCIETY has reflected a diversity of papers in its guidebooks;
to produce a scope of presentations that will encompass all of the interesting facets
of the study area, both geologic and non-geologic. Thirty-five authors are repre-
sented in this guidebook spanning nearly every major subject on the geology of the
area. This number includes contributions by experts in the fields of physics, biology,
archaeology and history.

On behalf of the NEW MEXICO GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY I welcome you
to these pages on the San Luis Basin. I sincerely hope that the contents will be as
stimulating as its compilation and that the publication will be regarded as an
authoritative reference for years to come.

H. L. James

"Shades of Hayden." Rail loggers at field base camp at Sublette, early spring
(and d — — — cold!).
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FIELD CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

Wednesday, September 29th REGISTRATION DAY

1:00 P.M.-10:00 P.M. Registration in lobby of Student Center Building on the campus of Adams State
College, Alamosa, Colorado.

Thursday, September 30th FIRST DAY FIELD TRIP

7:00 A.M.-7:30 A.M. Auto-caravan will assemble at the Alamosa Auction Barn on U.S. 285 at the south
city limits of Alamosa.

Trip will include a circuitous route through the eastern San Juan Mountains,
via the Alamosa River, Jasper (lunch stop ), Summitville, and South Fork.

7:00 P.M.-9:00 P.M. "ICE-BREAKER" PARTY at the Alamosa Inn.

Friday, October 1st SECOND DAY FIELD TRIP

7:00 A.M.-7:30 A.M. Auto-caravan will assemble on U.S. 160 at the east city limits of Alamosa (east of
junction of State Highway 17 near D&RG Railroad siding ).

Trip will include a visit to the Great Sand Dunes National Monument. The
geologic character of the San Luis Basin and the east flanking Sangre de Cristo
Mountains will be studied on today's trip. The caravan will extend as far north as
the Arkansas River, via Poncha Pass and Salida (lunch and gas stop) before
retracing the route back on U.S. 285 to view volcanic outcrops to the west near
Saguachc.

8:00 P.M.-10:00 P.M. ANNUAL FALL BANQUET to be held in the dining hall at the Student Cen-
ter Building on the Campus of Adams State College. A welcome address will be
delivered by Dr. James F. Craft, Chairman of the Division of Science and
Mathematics at Adams State College. The principal speaker will be Mr. Teranee
W. Ross, Vice Chairman of the New Mexico Railroad Authority, Santa Fe,
New Mexico. Mr. Ross will speak and narrate slides on his title, "Save The
Narrow Gauge."
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Saturday, October 2nd THIRD DAY FIELD TRIP

7:00 A.M.-7:30 A.M. Conferees will board chartered busses at the east football field parking lot (op-
posite Student Center Building at Adams State College). Personal cars may be
left in lot until return. Busses will depart promptly at 7:30 A.M. for Antonito,
Colorado, for hoarding on the Cumbres and Toltec Scenic Railroad. (Note: If
you miss your bus you can drive to the boarding site at the south city limits of
Antonito near the junction of U.S. 285 and State Highway 17). Rail excursion will
depart promptly at 8:30 A.M. for Chama, New Mexico. Box lunches and soft
dr inks wil l be provided enroute. (PLEASE! NO ALCOHOLIC BEVER -
AGES. State law prohibits its use on Colorado/New Mexico property). Lunch
stop scheduled at ghost town of Osier.

The Third Day promises to be a full 16 hours of wild activity coupled with
magnificent scenery and interesting geology. Schedules and the best laid plans
will probably run amuck, but on a grand excursion such as this—who cares! Dress
warmly as elevations exceed 10,000 feet in the Cumbres Pass section. Watch your
step at the Toltec Gorge Stop; the first step is 3 feet, the second one-600'. Oh
yes, one other thing—registration fee does not include toilet paper.

6:00 P.M.-6:30 P.M. Tentative arrival in Chama, New Mexico. Reboard chartered busses for 25-mile
trip to Elk Creek Campground.

7:00 P.M.-9:00 P.M. BARBECUE PICNIC at Elk Creek Campground (Conejos River Valley).

9:00 P.M. Reboard chartered busses for return to Alamosa.

END OF CONFERENCE!

IT WAS A PLEASURE TO HAVE YOU
AS OUR GUESTS.

SEE YOU NEXT YEAR?
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