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FOREWORD

The compilation of this history was not a self-imposed task. In an unguarded moment
back in 1962, I accepted the commission at the request of the Executive Committee. Special
Publication No. 2, A history of the New Mexico Geological Society, was announced as being
in preparation in the list of Society publications in the 15th guidebook (1964).

I cannot refrain from noting that this is by far the shortest span of history I have at-
tempted to cover. Over many years of teaching historical geology, paleontology, and strat-
igraphy, the minerals, rocks, and fossils involved go back more than a billion years. Man's
inquiries about these materials--the history of geology—started with the Greeks several
centuries B. C. In my searching for early records of minerals in New Mexico, I have gone
back to Spanish explorations of 1540--more than four centuries ago. 1! In checking early
discoveries of fossils in New Mexico, I found that written records began in 1841.1 / In as-
sembling the history of New Mexico earthquakes, I have gone back 113 years to 1855 (North-
rop, 1947, p. 1268). The shortest span of history hitherto attempted has been that of the
University of New Mexico Department of Geology, which began with Clarence Luther Herrick
71 years ago in 1897 (Northrop, 1966).

Now we are considering a Society that is just 21 years old:

1. Sandia Man, possibly 200 centuries ago, utilized a number of minerals and rocks but
left no written record of them. See Northrop (1959, p. 5-18).

2. Prehistoric inhabitants occasionally collected fossil shell, bone, and wood. The button-
like segments of crinoid stems were used in making bracelets and necklaces. See
Northrop (1962, p. 33).
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