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Karst and the World

Chen et al., 2017
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Organized by the UIS
to educate:

• the public
• policymakers
• land managers
• educators
• students
• scientists
• the world!

about the importance 
and challenges of caves 
and karst

What is the International Year of Cave and Karst?

Explore, Understand, Protect
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What is the International Year of Cave and Karst?
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A Resource for Cave and Karst information

www.iyck2021.org
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A Resource for Cave and Karst information
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A Resource for Cave and Karst information
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How is it Organized?

www.iyck2021.org
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As of 3 April 2022:
• 261 partners from 51 

countries
• 465 events completed
• 30 events planned
• 14 planned events are 

multiple events
• 6 government 

proclamations
• and more keep rolling in 

daily
Over 50 million contacts! 

Summary Results to Date
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Summary of Geoscience Results to Date

As of 3 October 2021:
• 53 of 242 partners are 

geoscience organizations 
(22%)

• 117 of 322 events 
completed on 
geoscience (36%)

• 27 geoscience events of 
74 planned (36%)

IYCK website has richest 
cave and karst geoscience 
video lecture library
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Biggest Event!

Celebration at UNESCO Headquarters on 13 September 2021!

From: https://en.unesco.org/about-us/unesco-house (2021)

https://en.unesco.org/about-us/unesco-house
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International Outreach and Call for Action

Encourage UNESCO to develop inventories of all 
caves, karst features, and their contents in 
UNESCO-protected areas

Mayan incense burners, Balamku, Mexico
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Suggest that UNESCO evaluate 
protected areas for adequacy of 
cave and karst protection, and 
expand protection as needed

Polluted cave stream, Lost River Cave, USA

International Outreach and Call for Action
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Invite UNESCO to join the UIS to 
develop an international ban in 
the trade of cave materials 
(speleothems, animals, sediments, 
and rocks) 

Asian wholesale market of cave materials

International Outreach and Call for Action
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Next Steps

Explore, Understand, Protect:
• Keep exploring
• Continue the research
• Continue events and 

promotions
• Follow-up with 

decisionmakers and 
others of influence

• Don’t forget tomorrow’s 
explorers, scientists, and 
leaders! 

www.iyck2021.org
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