
Date: Thursday, April 20, 2023 

Time: 2:00 – 4:30 P.M. 

Place:  Room 253, NM Bureau of Geology (with Zoom option available) 

 

 

NMGS Executive Committee Meeting Minutes – Q2 2023 
Held in person and online via Zoom video conference  
Reported by Bonnie Frey 

Attending 
Bonnie Frey, secretary - in person 

Kevin Hobbs, vice president – in person 

Johanna Blake, treasurer – in person 

Scott Baldridge, immediate past president – in person 

Brian Hampton, president – in person 

David Lemke, publications committee chair – in person 

Lewis Land – in person 

Kate Zeigler - online 

Frank Ramos – in person, guest 

 

 

 

OPEN MEETING 

 

1. Call to order (Brian Hampton) at 2:05 p.m. 

 A quorum was present 

 

2. Last-minute additions to the agenda (to be discussed at the end of the open meeting) 

 

3. Webmaster’s report (Adam Read) – Adam not present; no report sent    

 

4. Publications Committee report (David Lemke) 

 Bookstore hasn’t recovered since COVID; total sales for the quarter about $2400.  

 Presented a table that shows how low the guidebook road log sales are. 

o Kevin suggested we only buy 100 of the road log books each year. 

o National parks has a central buyer that David could reach out to. 

o Bonnie suggested asking the conference leaders to suggest bookstores / museums / 

etc. that he could contact. 

o May go to digital. 

o Voted to recommend to field conference organizers to only print 100 of the road 

log books. Kevin made the motion, Bonnie seconded. All in favor. 

 Guidebook discussion 

o David said the bookstore has a lot of backlog stored in their shed. 

o David has made some contacts who may be interested in producing the guidebooks 
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when Ann steps back. 

o Discussed that the future FFC could print the road log only and have the papers 

online only. 

 Permian book making progress. 

 Gave DOI report and stated we are getting our money’s worth. 

 

5.  Scholarships Report (review report from Susan Lucas Kamat) 

 Susan Lucas Kamat could not make the meeting. Kevin gave report. 

 Many applications were very poor. Committee agreed that if applicants don’t propose 

science or a research question then they don’t get a scholarship. They do get response. 

Some applications were very good. Application process needs to be competitive. 

 

6.  Fall field Conferences 

a. 2023 - Carlsbad, update (Lewis Land) 

o Road logs are complete. Layout and copy editing is done. Guidebook is nearly done 

and has gone to layout and copy editing. 

o Dedication determined. 

o Budget is submitted. Still working on transportation. May request that universities 

bring vans. 

o Deadline to go to the printers is end of July. 

o Bunkhouses. Rooms for couples. Option to stay in hotel, but won’t recommend any. 

RV option (only two electric hookups). 

o Looking for $500 per person. 

o Zeigler Consulting covering beer kegs. 

o Several pre-trips – Cornudas (Tuesday), Guadalupe Peak hike (Tuesday), Carlsbad 

Caverns 

o Accepting donations and using logos in guidebook? Brian will check into if there 

is a conflict as a 501(C)(3) organization. 

b. 2024 - Albuquerque and vicinity 

o Susan resigned from the FFC leadership by email to the EC during the EC meeting, 

citing personal reasons. 

o Dan and Sean offered to take the lead on the road log 

o Bonnie suggested a group of 4-5 editors to help with science editing 

o Discussed having editors from local orgs like UNM and Natural History 

Museum. 

 c. 2025 - Eastern San Juan Basin (Kevin Hobbs) 

o No new news. 

 

7.  2023 NMGS Spring Meeting 

- EC is available to help on any last-minute needs going into Friday 

- Friday morning introduction (start at 8 a.m.; Brian Hampton, Susan Lucas Kamat, Frank 

Ramos, Nelia Dunbar or Mike Timmons about Earth Science Award; Johanna Blake 

will introduce the meeting and the keynote speaker.) 

- Attendance is down but abstracts are up 

- COVID requirements – Proof of vaccinations will be required. 

- Post meeting to-do list for the EC (“thank-you” notes; payment; 2024 reservation,  

    other?)  
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8. Visit from NMGS Foundation Director (Frank Ramos) 

 Overview of the Foundation 

 Tax returns/accounting moving forward (for NMGS and Foundation) 

 Tax accountants, Beckham and Penner, not responding 

 The EC and Foundation are putting out feelers for a new accountant. Brian is starting an 

email chain to find out who could be recommended.  

 Frank shows what he will share during the membership meeting tomorrow, which includes 

an educational / historical slideshow about what the Foundation is: 

o Revenue - Gas Well Revenues ($90,000 in 2011; low in 2016 and 2019 of about 

$28,000; 2022 ~ $75,000);  

 2016 – the Foundation balanced the budget out of extreme need ($54,000). 

Foundation does not tell the EC how to spend the money; EC decides how to 

spend the money. 

o Budget – since 2016, has been $60-$70k. 

o Investment account – average $1.1 million from 2014 – 2019; last three years, about 

$1.6 million  

o Outreach – 2017 to 2022, annual total increased from $17.5k to $23.8k 

   

9. Discussion of any additions-to-agenda 

 Next spring meetings dates. The following were provided by Kevin on April 24, 2023: 

o Friday, 19 April 2024, and Friday, 25 April 2025 

o NMGS has the Macey Center Auditorium, upper and lower lobbies, Galena Room, 

and Copper Room reserved from 6:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. for these two days.  

 Date to decide honorary member next meeting Q3 during closed meeting; we have the list 

from Connie as of today 

 COVID policy – next discussion would be during Q3 with Lewis. 

 

 

Adjourn the open meeting at 4:47 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Motions, votes, decisions, solicitations from outside. 

 

Nothing to report. 
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Attachment 1 
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Attachment 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment 3 
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Attachment 4 
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Attachment 5 
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Attachment 6 

 

NMGS Scholarship Committee Report  

Susan A Lucas Kamat  

April 20, 2023  

  

  

2023 Scholarship Budget:  

The (draft) 2023 Scholarship Budget (updated April 19, 2022) is attached. The budget is based on funding from the 

NMGS Foundation of $50,000. The Foundation has not finalized their 2023 NMGS contribution. The amount of 

Spring Meeting donations is unknown; the amount will be updated when the Spring Meetign Co-chairs complete their 

accounting.   

  

The 2023 Pipkin Outstanding Senior, Pipkin Book Awards, and Grants-In-Aid and Research Award amounts are under 

budget. Unspent monies will be used for FFC Carlsbad scholarships or can be used to reduce the Foundation 

reimbursement request.   

  

The only unknown is the FCC Carlsbad scholarship costs. Once the registration/boarding amount is set, we can update 

the number of FCC Carlsbad student scholarship/flaggers and update with appropriate costs. We also have a new 

teacher/educator FCC scholarship being funded this year. Currently we have 21 students FFC scholarships (including 

flaggers) and 1 educator.   

  

NMGS Scholarship Membership for 2022: Susan Lucas Kamat (Chair), Gina Rone, Kevin Hobbs, and Jacob Thacker.     

  

  

2023 Undergraduate Scholarships   

The final 2023 Undergraduate Scholarships awardees are attached.   

•  Lucille H. Pipkin Outstanding Senior Award ENMU did not 

have any eligible students.  

$  3,000  

•  Outstanding Senior Award  

WNMU did not respond  

$         0  

•  Lucille H. Pipkin Book Scholarship WNMU did not 

respond  

$  3,650  

  

  

2023 Grants-in-Aid and Research Award   

The final 2023 Grants-In-Aid and Research Awards are attached.   

• Frank E. Kottlowsji Research Award  $  5,000  

• James and Susan Cearley Graduate Grants-In-Aid  $  7,500  

• Cearley Geochronolgy Awards  $  5,000  

• Graduate Grants-In-Aid  $11,584  

• Graduate Mentorship  $  3,611  

• Lucille H. Pipkin Undergraduate Research Awards  $  2,750   
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2023 Spring Meeting costs   

The final 2023 Spring Meeting costs are attached.   

• Spring Meeting Registrations (66 students)  $  3,300  

• Spring Meeting Student Memberships (66 students)  $  1,650  

  

  

Future Actions:  

• Set up the Wilma Cerruti Lucas Educator FFC Scholarship. Paperwork in process with NMGS Foundation. 

We will need to get an application portal set-up by NMGS Webmaster Adam Read. We also will work with 

Cynthia Connolly at NMBGMR to advertise the scholarship to teachers.  

• Update FFC Carlsbad numbers and amounts.   

 

 

Attachment 7 
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Attachment 8 
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Attachment 9 

 

NMGS Foundation: What makes the NMGS Work

• Status of NMGS 

• Revenue 

• Budgets 

• Investment Account

• Fundraising

Revenue:  Gas Well Revenues
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Budgets:  $$ for Student and Foundation Support 
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Budgets:  
2016 Revenue 

vs Budgets  
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Budgets: Since 2016, budgets

have been in the $60-70 k range

 

 

Revenue:  Gas Revenues vs Natural Gas Prices
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Outreach: $$ for Investment Fund and Longterm Support 

$$

Questions?

Board Members

JohnShomaker

Bob Newcomer

Kate Zeigler

James Cearley

Keven Hobbs

 

 

 


