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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Welcome to the Thirteenth Annual Field Conference
of the New Mexico Geological Society in the Mogollon
Rim country of Arizona. This is our second conference to
be held in cooperation with the Arizona Geological Soci-
ety, and the road logs and technical papers in this
guidebook shed light on many problems which are of
mutual interest to geologists in both states. The history
of cooperation between the sister societies, as well as
between Arizona and New Mexico geologists in general,
helps to account for the fact that there are no "state-
line faults" with "displacements" large enough to really
separate the rocks or the geologists.

After reviewing presidential messages in the preced-
ing guidebooks, | find it difficult to avoid repetition in this
message. The reasons are obvious: so many things have
been well said by past presidents, and so many things are
worth repeating. The Mogollon Rim conference was
conceived several years ago and was predicted in the
presidential messages by Frank Kottlowski and Richard
Holt in the guidebooks for the 11th and 1 2th field
conferences. These men and others in both societies,
who are responsible for conceiving and carrying out
this and other field conferences, are not "prophets"” in
the usual sense but, instead, are people with a
capacity for hard work who unselfishly give their time,
ideas, and professional knowledge in order that
predictions will come true. It is gratifying to note that
others who are not affiliated with either society also
contribute greatly. Until one has worked on a field trip
and observed at first hand the planning and execution
of the trip and publication of the guidebook, it is
difficult to realize the complexities involved, and ap-
preciate the talents and hard work of the members of
field trip committees. A large debt of gratitude is due
the General Chairman and Vice-Chairman, the Editors,
the chairmen and members of the various committes, the
authors of the articles, and the companies and State and
Federal organizations that donated "company time" and
services. | hope that everyone who uses this guidebook
will read the list of committees in the front of the
guidebook and determine the names and affiliations of
those who made the field conference possible.

The Mogollon-Tonto Rim field conference again em-
phasizes the non-specialized purposes of the New
Mexico Geological Society. The route of the field trip
was chosen to cover the general geology of the entire
region. The second day's trip in the Globe-Superior
area takes us into the heart of one of the famous metal
mining areas of Arizona and should prove of interest to
a segment of the profession which is often neglected.

The guidebooks of the New Mexico Geological Society
now form an unbroken series of thirteen. The 1st, 2nd,
3rd, and 6th guidebooks are out of print, and the stocks
of several others are low. Thousands of guidebooks have
been sold, the sale of these books providing a continuing
single source of revenue for the society. However, we
presently have an inventory of about $40,000 worth of
guidebooks. These books are all paid for, but the incomefrom their
sale is nearly static, whereas, the price of publishing

new guidebooks has slowly risen. In 1961, the cost
and income curves "crossed" and the price of pub-
lication exceeded the income to the Society. In spite of
economies in the preparation of the 13th guidebook we

may find ourselves in a similar position in 1962. This
rattles an old skeleton in the Society's closet; should the
field conferences and elaborate guidebooks be continued
as in the past, or should the Society change its approach
to both the conferences and the guidebooks? This ques-
tion has been raised and discussed by the membership on

several occasions. Very few people really wanted to
change the mainly satisfactory operations of the Society,
and it has always been decided overwhelmingly that we
should continue with the status quo. However, the
financial situation has become critical this year and a
realistic approach is necessary.

Several solutions have been suggested. All of them
have merit, but all of them have certain disadvantages.
An obvious solution is to sell our back inventory of guide-
books. This is easier said than done. We must admit
that the market for these books is somewhat limited.
Undoubtedly most of them will be sold eventually, but it
is difficult to accelerate the demand. The Executive
Committee began an advertising campaign in 1961 and
this is being continued. The campaign helped but, it
will not solve all of our fiscal problems unless the
audience for whom the guidebooks are published has
a change of heart, or at least a change of financial
status. A related, partial solution is to limit the size of
the editions, and this has been done with the present
guidebook. However, there are certain basic costs in
publishing an elaborate guidebook whether the edition is
500, 1000, or more; limiting the number of books
printed is by no means a total solution to publication costs.

It has been suggested that we postpone our next field
conference for one or two years and recuperate financial-
ly. This suggestion has not met with much favor. Another
suggestion is that we sponsor several small trips by local
groups each year, but this seems to infringe on the func-
tions of the local societies.

A suggestion which has merit is that our future field
conferences should concentrate on specific problems in
limited areas rather than attempting to cover the geology
of large regions. An "outcrop" trip would consist of
visiting and examining in detail those localities which
provide important evidence used in interpreting regional
geology. The localities would include such things as
on-laps and angular unconformities, well-exposed faults,
bioherms, mineralized areas, important stratigraphic
localities, etc. This kind of field conference would
satisfy the remark often heard on field trips, to wit: "I
wish | could see the 'significant' outcrops in those hills
5 miles away

that he's describing." An outcrop trip probably could be
planned in such a way that a modest and inexpensive
guidebook could be prepared, the trip would be interesting,
financially successful, and the complex work of the
vari-



4 NEW MEXICO GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

ous committees could be lightened. Certainly, such trips
will be very much in order within a very few years unless
we are to re-run some of our earlier trips. Re-runs may
not be desirable because in some areas very little new
work has been done, while in other areas other societies
have held recent field conferences and published
guidebooks.

In discussing some of the problems of future opera-
tions of the Society, | do not intend to be pessimistic.
The Society has done an excellent job of providing valu-
able information to many geologists and bringing together
representatives of all the disciplines of the geological
sciences. The continuing need for the services of the
Society, and the vigor, willingness and initiative of its
members guarantees its future success. However, now
seems to be a good time for some reflection on the

%
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financialproblems of the organization and the future
course of its c.,iivities. Change is inevitable in the
course of geological societies as in other human activities.
The Executive Committee will be engaged shortly in
preparing for some of next year's activities — these
things take time and will have to make decisions
about a field conference. The officers of the Society
attempt to act in accord with the wishes of the
membership and your thoughtful comments are invited.

In the meantime, | am sure we will enjoy the spec-
tacular scenery and the geology of the Mogollon Rim, and
with our hosts, the Arizona Geological Society, we will
count this as one of our memorable field conferences.

Elmer H. Boltz, President
New Mexico Geological Society
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