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SUPPLEMENTAL ROAD LOGS

16.9 Milepost 259. 0.1
17.0 Wide turnout to right. Interbedded sandstone and shale

of Flechado (Sandia) or Porvenir Formations exposed
in hills to right and ahead. Outcrops ahead are a mo-
notonous sequence of sandstone, shale and minor lime-
stones of prograding deltas and foreshore muds along
the western shoreline of the Taos trough (Casey, 1980a,
b). 0.2

17.2 Las Petacas picnic grounds to the left. 0.3
17.5 Bold channel sandstone in slope above road. 0.2
17.7 Shale outcrop to right. 0.2
17.9 Milepost 258. 0.4

18.3 La Vineteria picnic grounds. Outcrop ahead has sand-
stone and shale with minor limestone or calcareous zones
in the shale. 0.25

18.55 Crossbedded channel sandstone exposed in roadcut to
right. 0.05

18.6 El Nogal picnic ground to left. 0.1
18.7 Leaving Carson National Forest. 0.2
18.9 Junction with NM-585 at left . The fault marking the

east side of the Rio Grande rift lies several hundred
yards ahead. Continue straight ahead to go to Taos or
turn left to take the bypass around town.
End of Supplemental Road Log 3.

SUPPLEMENTAL ROAD LOG 4, FROM US-64 UP PONIL CANYON TO THE
NORTH PONIL K-T BOUNDARY SITE

CHARLES L. PILLMORE

17 miDistance:
Stops:

upper tongue of Trinidad Sandstone as we travel up
section. 0.4
Roadcut exposes typical gray mudstone, carbonaceous
siltstone and shale and sandstones of the Vermejo For-
mation . 0.6
Cattleguard on fence of Philmont Scout Ranch. Ahead
are cliffs of the barren zone. K-T boundary is at base
of the sandstone sequence. 0.2
Junction of North Ponil Canyon. Locked gate. Entrance
to Ponil Canyon part of Philmont Scout Ranch. Raton
Formation conglomerate forms ledges about 40 ft above
valley floor on ridge to the east. In this area the ledges
are formed by fine-grained to granule sandstone. As we
proceed up North Ponil Creek, sandstone of the lower
coal zone of the Raton Formation crops out along road
and in roadcuts. Road follows old Ponil Canyon Rail-
road grade. 2.2
Thick channel sandstones of the Raton Formation barren
zone can be seen on the valley walls, dipping gently
north. 0.3
North Ponil K-T boundary site in stream bank at 9:00.
K-T boundary claystone appears as thin white claystone
layer overlain by thin coal bed in carbonaceous se-
quence. The following is a generalized section: (1) 3.2
ft, siltstone; ( 2) 0.98 ft, mudstone; (3) 0.68 ft , coal; (4)
0.2 in . , shale; (5) 0.03-0.07 in. , K-T boundary clay-
stone—light to medium gray, some iron stains, con-
choidal fracture, weathers distinctive white to pinkish
gray; (6) 1.2 ft, shale—basal 2 cm jarosite stained; (7)
2.8 ft, mudstone and sandstone.

Return to Ponil gate and return to highway.
End of Supplemental Road Log 4.
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The North Ponil K-T boundary site is on Philmont Scout

Ranch private property. Special permission is required prior to
taking this trip.
Mileage

6.0

From mile 104.5 of Day 1 road log, just east of Cimarron
on US-64, turn north up Ponil Canyon. 2.7
Chase Ranch, prominent historical landmark in the re-
gion. In 1869, Manley Chase purchased “about a thou-
sand acres” in Ponil Valley from Lucien Maxwell for
$2.50/acre (Armstrong, 1981 ). He paid for the land by
rounding up wild horses valued at $10.00 each. He
started the first four rooms of the present ranch house
in 1871 . Additions were made on the house at various
times since. Manley Chase died in 1915. The ranch is
presently owned and operated by his great granddaugh-
ter, Gretchen Sammis. 1.1
At 9:00, prospect in Cimarron coal bed between the
upper and lower tongues of the Trinidad Sandstone.
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Entrance to Chase Canyon. Note old coal mine workings
in Cimarron coal bed in south wall of canyon near en-
trance. 0.6
Cimarron coal bed, 29 in. thick, exposed in roadcut.
Upper bed of the Trinidad Sandstone containing Ophio-
morpha overlies coal bed. Vermejo Formation overlies
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