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pears to be well presented¯ evidence indicating the test is ,in Sec. 12, Twp. 25-S, Rge. 30-E in the sub-
presence of bioherm or reefoid developments in.vari- surface province referred to as the Delaware Basin.

ous places in outcrop areas. Similar conditions may Approximately 2,000’ of Siluro-Devonian and Ordo-
well exist in various places in subsurface. To Clare ̄ vician rocks lie between the basement complex and
the "reef" school advocates ̄̄ appear to have~ submitted therefore the total thickness of sediments is ¯known to
little in the way of factual data to indicate in what exceed 1-8,500* in. the~!New Mexicn’ portion of the Ba-
areas or to what extent reefing conditions exis-ted sub- sin. .!i,i,: ~.’: .’~..’: .,. ’.; ̄ "
surface in southeastern New Mexico. Statements to ¯ .,ii:!.,i;’,.,~ ~i’~’ "
the effect that a great arcuate "reef" is ¯present are Listed below are thesamp|e tops and thicknesses
relatively common, but detailed information to back of the various lithoiogi;c units generally picked in this
up such statements seems to be largely la~king~ area. There is little agreement as to the tops of the

:" .... Leonard and Wolfcamp Series of the Permian and the
Under either the belief that the Capitan-l.iS Bell can. ,~.!Strawn and Atoka Series ofthe Pennsylvanian. Div-

yon equivalent or that it is the equivalent¯of the Cas-~ ,’~ ’. ision of Permian and Pennsylvanian units are difficult
tile ’series it is quite difficult to picture the growth 0f . ’~ from an examination of samples alonet and other aids
a "reef" front in the location in which it is supposed" such as paleontology and¯electrical logs are desir-
to be. Either possibility would appear to call for con- able.... --
ditions that would have been unfriendly for the proli-
fic development of colonial organisms. However, of PERMIAN
the two possible conditi ons, it would appear that it
would actually have been easier to have developed a Top. Thickness
"reef" closely¯ adjacent to the deposition of anhydritel

OchoaSeries ̄ 1160’ ¯ 2880’Special conditions would have had to exist,-but they y ..
would probably not have been as complicated and spe- Guadalupe Series 4040’ 3860’
cial as would have been required to have an organic leonard. Series 7900’ 2920’
"reef’’¯ growing¯in juxtaposition to fine, silty Sand- Wolfacmp Series 10820’ - 2918’
stones.

IT I thi k " 1¯2578ate c ness . . . ............. ’

The writer is fully aware that the foregoing notes PENNSY/VANIAN .....
will call forth a very appreciable amount of.cri-ticism -- .. gil
and it is certainly to be hoped that they will. No claim Strawn Series 13738’ .232’ II

¯ is made that the generalized ideas as set forth herein . Atoka.Series 13970’ 1890

are the final solution to the whole Capitan-Castile- (and Morrow)
i

Delaware Mountains problem. Personally-the writer
I

feels that the whole problem is far from settled and ̄  .. Total thickness ............. ...2122’
that it is therefore, imperati ve that it should bekept " .... " "
alive. If the notes herein contained do nothing more . MISSISSIPPIAN j
than cause the "reef" school to amplify the data on
which some of their statements have¯ been based they Missi’ssippian Shale 15860’ 230’

will have accomplished something. MississippianLimestone 16090’ . . 390’ li
Woodford Shale¯ . 16480’ 140’ J~

NEW MEXICO’S DEEPEST OIL TEST
- Total thickness ..... . " . . 760’

P. W. Hughes~ Geologist ..

SII_ - DEVONIAN
The Richardson & Bass #1 Harrison-Federal, recent-

ly abandoned oil test in Southeastern Eddy .County at
16620’

a total depth of 16,705’, is to date the deepest attempt
for production in New Mexico. Location of the above

i
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